
President’s Report to the 46th Annual Meeting of the New South 

Wales Veteran Golfers Association Inc. 2021. 

Members, 

It is my pleasure to present this report to members of NSWVGA of the Association’s activities in 

2021. Covid 19 has severely impacted our golf programme with 24 Weeks of Golf and many of the 

Championships cancelled. Golf at Group level was, in many cases, suspended for a period of time in 

an effort to keep members safe. I thank all members in administrative positions for making these 

decisions during this difficult period. 

Despite all the interruptions to local programmes the membership of the Association has remained 

quite strong with approximately 16000 members at time of writing. This number makes for a huge 

task for volunteers to manage in each of the Groups and I thank all of them, Group Secretaries, 

Treasurers and additional administrators for their efforts. 

2021 saw the introduction of a new club to NSWVGA membership. Emerald Downs, a golf club 

situated in Port Macquarie, has joined with 76 members, (45 men & 31 women). NSWVGA welcomes 

those new members with the hope that they enjoy the benefits of veterans’ golf. 

 

2021 Initiatives 

Grass Roots Scheme: Once again this scheme, administered by Retired Vice President, Richard 

Doyle, saw almost $11000 returned to clubs for the benefit of members. Richard willingly gave up his 

time to see this scheme finalised and deserves the congratulations and thanks of all members. 

Councillor Gerry Cox has recently been appointed to relieve Richard of his duties and will commence 

his new role in 2022. While distributing the monies for this scheme Richard also discovered some 

blips in our Members Register and NSWVGA has taken steps to overcome these problems. 

Weeks of Golf: Twenty four weeks of Golf were cancelled in 2021 and the clubs will be recipients of 

grants, in recognition the work done by Tournament Directors and Committees in organising their 

events prior to cancellations. These grants will be sent to TDs in early 2022.  

Finances: During the year Treasurer, David Gunner resigned his position after many years of service 

to veterans’ golf, not only as Treasurer but also as Tournament Director of the Week of Golf in 

Orange. Once again, I thank him for his service and hope he is enjoying his retirement. 

Dick Van Buuren, formerly Group Secretary of Group 27, offered his expertise and experience to take 

on the Treasurer’s position and has streamlined many of our financial procedures. He has introduced 

Internet Banking and Group Secretaries and Tournament Directors will hear more of these changes in 

the future. Additionally, the financial reports now include much more detail and members now have 

a clearer idea of where their money is being directed. 

NSWVGA Medal and Medley 4BBB events: Many Groups wishing to participate in these events 

were forced to cancel them in 2021 but they will be offered again in 2022 and it hoped that Group 

Secretaries/ Captains take up the offer to get involved for the sake of their members. The events 

were originally offered for members, who don’t travel, to play an event within their group which 

could lead to playing in a state final. Finals have been programmed for 2022 and those players who 

managed to qualify in 2021 will be eligible to compete in 2022 finals. 

2022 Programme of events. Vice President John Daley, the Programme manager, has placed the 

programme for 2022 on the website. Tournament Directors are urged to review the information re 



their event and contact John if change is needed. I also recommend that all TDs respond immediately 

to emails re the programme. John has a difficult task but your prompt responses would simplify it. 

Amalgamation of NSWVGA and NSWWVGA:  Recently, NSWVGA appointed Vice President Les 

Knox to head up a steering committee to investigate the possible amalgamation of the two bodies 

involved in the organisation of Veterans’ golf in NSW. There will be many issues to be resolved but in 

time amalgamation is inevitable and both Associations will benefit. Personally, I am looking towards 

a positive outcome before 2023. Nothing has been formalised yet but discussions should commence 

in early 2022. Secretary, Aileen Williams has offered to join Les and myself on the steering 

committee and I thank her for volunteering her time. 

Sponsors: To all the sponsors who support NSWVGA golfing activities at all levels, I offer a strong 

vote of thanks for your support, on behalf of our members, who benefit from your generosity. It is no 

coincidence that those events which are well supported by sponsors are those which are well 

supported by members. 

The Executive Council held only two face to face meetings during the last 12 months, the AGM held 

at Nelson Bay in December 2020 and a General meeting at Bankstown Golf Club in June. I am pleased 

to report that Executive Council, due to the success of Zoom meetings and the cooperation of 

Council members, has decided that in 2022 all meetings will be by Zoom with the exception of the 

AGM and one other. This decision will reduce expenses of Councillors travelling to meetings in 

Sydney. 

 I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those members who have contributed to the 

success of this organisation in 2021. Although much of the planning has been cancelled/delayed, 

complaints have been few and, in the main, members have been supportive of Executive Council 

decisions. Communication within the Association is still quite fractured, especially when taking the 

Members Register into consideration. By law, NSWVGA is required to have a register that is current 

at any given time and I urge Group Secretaries to keep their records of membership up to date. 

Please don’t wait until you have a certain number of new members, register them immediately they 

join. I understand that there have been difficulties in the past but the new register, which should be 

available in early 2022, will alleviate those problems. Along with internet banking the process of 

logging members should now be much simpler. 

To the Executive Councillors, I offer my sincere thanks for your efforts during the last 12 months. You 

have displayed a huge degree of dedication, cooperation and support to achieve the aims of the 

Association. At all times you have acted in the best interest of members, ensuring that they enjoy the 

benefits of membership. I am certain that NSWVGA members appreciate your efforts and thank you 

for them. 

 Unfortunately, Councillor Garry Mason has indicated that, due to a medical condition, he is unable 

to continue in his role as Councillor. I thank Garry for his work in Group 23 and on NSWVGA Match 

Committee and wish him well in his struggle with the condition.  

Finally, on behalf of NSWVGA Executive Council, I wish members of the Association a safe, healthy 

and joyous Festive Season, and a 2022 full of great golf, excellent health and many social occasions to 

brighten your spirits. 

Ian Vidler 

President NSWVGA. 


